Y ou may not have noticed yet, but a community group near you is probably involved in the ecological restoration of a local watershed. Whether their objective is to help remove an abandoned dam, plant streamside vegetation, fence livestock out of streams, or reduce the spread of invasive species, these groups are working hard to improve environmental quality and build a brighter future for their communities. Because many of these restoration projects are initiated by grassroots and volunteer organizations rather than by large government agencies, the participants may not be familiar with the broad range of scientific and technical issues surrounding the nascent field of ecological restoration. Nor are they likely to have major funding to support research. Nonetheless, the thousands of local projects initiated around the country every year offer great opportunities for scientific participation.
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